
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. via WebEX teleconference. 
 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and Superintendent of 
Highway/Parks Annette Turnquist. 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Joseph Miceli 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES:   
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo to accept the minutes of the May 6, 2020 meeting; 
seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT ON RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF RECREATION:  
Mr. Lapreay said that we are still in a holding pattern with programs.  We did cancel summer 
camp/Playground Program and Camp RISE.  He explained that due to the coronavirus and the 
current guidelines, it was not feasible to have the camps because of the way we run them.  Some 
of the restrictions include no groups of more than 10, no interaction with any other kids, no 
sharing of equipment, temperatures need to be taken, etc.  Also, we usually have the use of the 
schools for inclement weather and school use is limited if at all.  Also, staff would need to wear 
masks all day in the heat.  Therefore, the decision was made to cancel. Mr. Lapreay said he 
spoke with several other municipalities and they are doing the same.  It is mainly for safety and 
was not an easy decision. 
 
Youth leagues are still hopeful they will be able to get going.  He has been in touch with them.  
The state has been saying certain guidelines would be given out.  This morning he heard that on 
Saturday the governor will release those guidelines on leagues.  Mr. Lapreay will review them 
with Shane Lockwood, Health Director, to see if it is feasible.  Some restrictions are being lifted 
-  tennis, swim lessons.  Skyhawks Mini-Hawk Camp starts on July 6 and Track & Field Camp 
after that – they are still up in the air.  Also, they are a private business so will make their 
decision as to what they will do but we all must follow the state’s guidelines. 
 
Mr. Lapreay is looking into possibly doing some online camps.  They would all be virtual so he 
is not sure of the logistics of that.  Adult softball leagues, men and women, are still on hold.  It 
will all fall under what the governor says.  It might be difficult in a park setting, people in the 
stands, etc.  We will probably wait until the end of the month to make a decision. 
 
We might do fitness and/or yoga in the park because people really want to be with other people 
rather than an online class.  We will try to get that going around mid-July. 
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Pavilion rentals.  Everything is cancelled through June.  Refunds were made.  We have people 
looking to rent in July.  We will get a recommendation from the health director.  Some of the 
pavilions are small and may be a problem with social distancing. 
 
Apple Harvest Festival.  Last night Mr. Lapreay made a recommendation to the Apple Harvest 
Advisory Board to cancel the 2020 festival.  We don’t know what the fall looks like.  Shane said 
18 to 20 other fairs in the state are already cancelled.  Mr. Lapreay will be making a presentation 
to the Town Council on Monday night.  It will be their final call whether or not to proceed. 
 
Chairman asked what is open now.  Mr. Lapreay responded that the tennis courts are open 
without limitations (previously it was singles only) since the governor last week increased 
gatherings to 25 people.  June 5 (tomorrow) the basketball courts will be open and also the 
playscapes. 
 
There was some discussion about whether there was any pressure from the youth leagues.  The 
AAU team can start June 20 as-is.  Mr. Lapreay reached out to a lot of towns – everybody is 
waiting for guidelines from the state before they allow people on the town fields.  He is 99% sure 
that most municipalities have not allowed that.  Even if they are using private property, they are 
still waiting for the state guidelines on how to operate.  There is a lot of misconception out there. 
 
Another question had to do with fitness/yoga classes being done virtually.  Mr. Lapreay would 
definitely consider it.  It would be up to the instructors if they are willing to do it. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation, 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT FROM SUPERINTENDENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist said they have been incredibly busy.  She reviewed her report. 
 
Memorial Park.  The playscape is installed although the playground surface and fencing are still 
to come.  We are looking at a future expansion to include a swing set.  The concession/restroom 
building work will begin next week.  BMP Construction was approved for the work. 
 
Panthorn Park.  The playground surface was patched. 
 
Recreation Park.  Trees at the exit need to come down sooner rather than later.  Branches are 
dropping.  Would like to replace them with something, hopefully fast growing.  Suggestions 
welcome. 
 
Dog Park.  We are relocating the entrance and the small dog area from the west end to the east 
end (near the trail).  Trees were removed last week.  Eagle Fence will be done with the gate 
relocation tomorrow.  There is still more work to be done there.  It is scheduled to be open 
Monday.  They are looking into a card reader system.  Also need to replace the old shed and 
determine the appropriate location.  There is a handicap space near the boat launch and it will 
remain.  There has been a water problem for years in the parking lot. Will talk with Dave 
Lavallee about options to alleviate the problem. 
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Trail.  The linear trail has been very busy.  Distancing lines were painted about every half mile 
for social distancing. 
 
Parks Master Plan.  Hinding Tennis Courts were selected as part of a cooperative bidding process 
for tennis and basketball court resurfacing.  It was approved by the Public Works Committee and   
will go to the Town Council on June 22.  If approved, we can get started as soon as possible after 
July 1. 
 
Openings.  As stated previously by Dave Lapreay, the tennis courts are open.  Basketball courts 
and playscapes open tomorrow.  The dog park opens on Monday.  Pools are scheduled to open 
June 27 but there will be no splash pad at Memorial Pool and the umbrella at Rec Park will not 
be turned on. 
 
Chairman asked if there is room for an addition to the playscape at Memorial.  Mrs. Turnquist 
replied that there is a typical service area and fence.  Need to expand the curbing.  It will not be 
extended until we are sure we have money for it.  There was also some discussion about the trees 
to be removed at Rec Park.  They are diseased.  Evergreen Nursery tried to treat them but it did 
not work and they need to come down.   
 
Question arose regarding restrictions for the pools.  Mr. Lapreay said there will definitely be 
some restrictions, perhaps no more than 50 on the deck and in the pool.  ID checkers will count 
attendees.  Decking will probably need to be marked with spacing; social distancing in the pool.  
At this time we do not have specific guidelines from the state.  It will not be a normal pool 
season by any means.  Once we reach capacity it will be shut down until there is more room. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Highway/Parks Superintendent.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMISSIONERS: None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Chairman said there was some confusion on his part about the trees that were 
removed from the dog park and he looked for clarification from the town manager as to the role 
of this board.  He read what Mark Sciota responded.  Public Works is in charge of oversight of 
all projects and oversees all operations of the Highway/Parks Departments.  The Park Board’s 
authority is the use of town parks and setting rules at the parks.  Technically any programs going 
on at the parks.  Perception of the public is that we are still the Parks Department.  We are the 
Recreation Department.  Chairman asked Mrs. Turnquist if in between meetings she could let us 
know whether in email or whatever if there is something major going on in the parks.  This way, 
the board can speak intelligently when approached by the public. 
 
Question arose whether we should continue as a board.  With very little authority, that is a good 
question.  Chairman can speak to Mark Sciota about it.  It is part of the Charter.  Comment was 
made that this board still is important for overseeing the use of certain spaces.  Also, another 
question was not only is the board necessary but will the role ever change? 
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ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


